
“For All The Saints” 

by  Rev. Melissa St. Clair 

While I didn’t have the privilege of knowing the young man personally, I did have the honor—the sorrow-
ful honor—of leading his celebration of resurrection to new life this past weekend.  A parent should never 
have to lose a child.  Teenagers should never have to lose a friend.  As heartbreaking as Weston North’s 
death is in and of itself, we know that his death represents something larger for us as a community, having 
lost two beloved sons to tragedy in a span of time that would be too short if it were a million years, and es-
pecially because it was a matter of weeks.   Parents are holding their children a little closer, checking in on 
them a little more often, and wanting them home a little more.  Teens are holding each other, sharing sto-
ries, and reminding friends of how important every choice you make really is. 
 

Young people (and older people too, for that matter) who feel as if no one loves them, no one cares, no one 
would miss them if they were gone, are much more likely to make dangerous decisions, because they’ve 
devalued their own life, life that was created in God’s image.  The apostle Paul reassures those who feel 
unloved and unlovable with this:  For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 8:38-39).  No matter what happens, no matter 
what decisions you’ve made, in Jesus Christ we have been made loveable.   
 

For those who don’t know God’s love, the love we offer becomes a beacon of God’s undeniable, insepara-
ble, radical love.  There are many, many families who are hurting on all sides of these recent tragedies.  Our 
prayers, our friendship, our hospitality all make a difference.   
 

God knows what it’s like to lose a child in the worst possible way.  Jesus knows what it was like to suffer.  
Jesus’ friends knew what it was like to know that something bad had happened to someone they loved and 
admired.  The cross tells us that.  But the cross also tells us that death does not have the final word.  Jesus’ 
life did not end the day he was nailed to it; God promised that he would have new life, and because of Je-
sus’ resurrection, we have hope for our own.  Because of Jesus’ resurrection, we can practice resurrection 
here and now, offering love, prayers and hope—new life—to those whose lives now seem mired in death. 
 

Thanks to those who provided refreshments for the North family.  Thanks to those who are praying.  
Thanks to those who are friends to anyone who suddenly finds themselves in their darkest hour.  God 
bless and God loves you, just as God loves ALL of us.  Nothing can separate us from that.   
 

In Christ’s love, Melissa 
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attendance...  
January 1 

 Sunday School ...................................................... 17 

 Childrenôs Church .............................................. N/A  

 Adults In Worship ................................................. 64 
 

January 8 

      Sunday School ...................................................... 35 

      Childrenôs Church ................................................. 18 

      Adults in Worship ................................................. 83 

General Fund Received $             5,143.00     

Love Gift Received $             1,436.04 

           Total                               $             6,579.04      

General Funds Needs  $             6,953.95 

           (2 Weeks)        

Year To Date  $             6,579.04      

2012 Budget $         180,802.47   

finances...  

 

Becky Matthews,  Family  of  Mildred Howard 
(Marsha Deckerôs aunt), Betty & Lee Billstone & 
sons (Betty is Kathy Johnsô cousin), Family of 
Weston  North,  Kim Gibbens  (Kevin  &  Kim 
Notzôs daughter), Larry Hirschman, Brenda 
Hines & family, Family of Marjorie Untz (Peggy 
Mannôs mother) & People of Joplin. 

Prayer concerns...  

Prayer Chain 
If you would like to be on the prayer chain & receive requests 

by email, email Pat Gavisk at (please note new address): 
republicchristianprayer@gmail.com.  If by phone, call Sandy 
Richesin at 732-7921.  To begin a prayer request contact 

Sandy or Pat, or Judie in the office, or  Rev. Melissa.   

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

From the Fellowship Committee 
Join us for our Community Fellowship Dinners in the New 
Year!!  Cost is $3.  There are two ways to let us know you 
are comingðby making note of it on pew pad or using 
sign-up sheet in fellowship hall.  Please be sure to indi-
cate your plans in one place or the other so that we can 
prepare dinner accordingly - we don't want to run out!!  
We also need volunteers to bring dessert each week - let 
us know if you'd like to help!!  Thank you! 
 

The Fellowship Committee 
Debbie Ray (844-1929) & Nellie Gold (732-6131) 
 

January (menu is subject to change) 
     18:   Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes, Corn & Rolls 
 

     25:  Chicken Pot Pie 

 

Rev. Melissa is always happy to make home visits or to visit 
with you at the church. Please call the church office 
(732.2139) or email her (pastor@republicchristian.org) to  
arrange a visit. 

The second Sunday of each month is Crosslines 
Sunday.  The number of families in need is high.  
Donated non-perishable food items should be placed 
in baskets in the hallway by Fellowship Hall. 
 

 

2011 CONTRIBUTIONS STATEMENT 
 

There is a sign up sheet in the foyer if you want a 
statement of your contributions.  You may also call 

the  office to have your name added to list.   

THANK YOU 

Thank you to the church, the choir and the individuals who remem-
bered me at Christmas time. I love all the gifts and appreciate your 
thoughtfulness. A special thank you to the choir, Jane, Kim, Brad, 
Lisa, Barbara and Sandy for your hard work on the music through-
out the year, especially the holiday music. You did a great job.   
Best wishes to everyone for a happy, healthy and safe New Year.    

Kathy Johns  
* * *  

Many thanks for your many expressions of generosity this Christ-
mas season and throughout the year!  You are a blessing to me!  

Peace, Rev. Melissa 

MISSION TRIP 2012:  JOPLIN BOUND 
 
Interested in making a difference?  Want to get 
to know some people in your church family a 
little (or a lot!) better?  Have a week of your 

time to share?  The 2012 Mission Trip might be for you!  Mark 
your calendar now for the week of May 27-June 2 and plan to 
join us for an informational meeting on Sunday, January 29, 
following worship.  For more details, please see Lauren Gum. 

FROM THE REPUBLIC PREGNANCY RESOURCE CENTER 
 
The Republic Pregnancy Resource Center would like to remind 
you that we are here to help with pregnancy by providing hope 
for a better future.  Among the services offered include: free 
pregnancy tests, parenting classes, maternity clothes and many 
baby items you can earn while you learn with a trained, caring 
mentor.  For more info, please call 732-5993 or email us at di-
rector@republicprc.org or visit us online: republicprc.org. 

REMINDER:  CHURCH CABINET RETREAT 
JANUARY 28 // 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

 

**Committee chairs, be sure to invite your committee  
members to join us for lunch at noon and our afternoon  

session.  Be part of discerning what awesome things God has 
in store for our shared ministry in 2012!** 



Erica Glenn, Childrenôs Worship Leaderééééé838-0130 
Michelle Fuhr, Education Committee Chairééé...631-9290 

Childrenõs Ministry 

Happy New Year!!  We hope that you all had 

wonderful Christmases filled with lots of love, 

laughter and family.  
 

Our Education Committee would like to invite 

anyone interested to join our team!  We gener-

ally meet at 5:00pm on Board Meeting Sundays 

(this year that will mostly be the second Sun-

day of the month).   Let us know if you are in-

terested!!   
 

Blessings,  

Michelle (michellefuhr23@yahoo.com)  

Erica (kodyandallysmomma@yahoo.com) 
 

RELAY FOR LIFE 
 

Our team would like to invite everyone to our Second Annual 
Wii Bowling Tournament at 5:00 on Saturday, January 21st.  
Cost is $5 per bowler.  We will have different age brackets 
with the winner of each participating in a Bowl Off.  Prizes will 
be awarded to each winner with a grand prize to the overall 
winner,  A snack bar will be open - pizza, walking tacos, hot 
dogs, drinks, popcorn, etc!!   
 

We hope to see you there!! 
 

Another Lap, Another Birthday 
(RFCC Relay Team) 

CHI RHO & CYF YOUTH 
Youth Volunteer Coordinators:  
Erica Glennééééééééééééééééé..ééééééé..838-0130 
Michelle Fuhrééééééééééééééééé...ééééé...631-9290 

The Youth Ministry Committee has developed an interim 
plan for youth programming during this time of transi-
tion.  Thanks to those who attended the Youth & Parents  
Meeting this past Sunday to learn more about it and pro-
vide feedback.  Thanks to the Fellowship Committee for 
providing the meal for us. 
 

Our current youth schedule is as follows: 
CYF (gr. 9-12) Study:  1st & 3rd Sundays 5-6:30 p.m. 
 

Chi Rho (gr. 6-8) Study: 2nd & 4th Sundays 5-6:30 p.m. 
 

All Youth (grades 6-12) Activity: 5th Sundays 
Next 5th Sunday:  January 29 (5-8 p.m.-dinner provided) 
Eternal House Make-Over 
 

In addition to these gatherings, all youth are still invited 
and encouraged to attend our Wednesday evening 
Community Fellowship Dinners, which resume on 
Wednesday, January 18, at 6:30 p.m.  There is no cost 
for youth.  Youth are also welcome to help with the 
preparation of the meal, which usually begins around 
5:00 p.m. 
 

As a reminder, the youth will not serve a meal at the 
Cookõs Kettle in January, as our 2nd Saturday slot was 
filled.  In February, a new meal ministry is beginning in 
Republic, and we hope to be a part of that.  More info 
will be shared via email as soon as it becomes available. 
 

We are still seeking Youth Committee members and 
youth group òshepherdsóñadults who can be present 
during youth group meetings not to lead the lesson but 
to provide support.  Please contact Rev. Melissa to serve 
on the committee or Erica or Michelle to schedule a  
Sunday to have fun and grow in faith with our youth!   

2012 BAPTISM CLASS 
 

Has your child started to ask questions about God and their faith?  Has he or she not yet been baptized?  If you answered ñyesò to 
both of these questions, you might consider having a conversation with your child about our baptism class.  As Disciples, we tradi-
tionally practice believerôs baptism, meaning a person is baptized on the basis of his or her profession of faith in Jesus Christ.  We 
also practice baptism by immersion, which means the person being baptized is briefly completely immersed under water.  
 

To help prepare our young people (and even some older ones) for this very important decision in their lives of faith, we offer a five 
week class led by Rev. Melissa throughout the season of Lent (six weeks leading up to Easter) to learn some of the foundations of 
our faith from baptism to the Lordôs Supper, from the church to the community, from scripture to service, from statements of faith to 
forgiveness, among others.  This yearôs class will begin the week of February 26, with the baptisms being celebrated on Easter 
Sunday (April 8). 
 

**If you and your child are interested in learning more about this special class, please plan to attend an informational meeting on 
Sunday, February 5, following worship.  We will meet in the sanctuary to determine what weekly meeting time works best for this 
yearôs participants.** 



 

  

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

443 North Main Street,  * P.O. Box 302 * Republic, MO  65738 

 

CMF & CWF MEETINGS  
 

MORNING CWF will meet Wed., Feb. 1st, 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Pat Gavisk will bring the study and will host. 
 

EVENING CWF will meet Wednesday, Feb. 1st at 7:30 p.m.  
 

CMF will meet Wednesday, Feb. 8th at 4:00 p.m.   

Prayerfully  prepared  for: 

 

DEADLINE NOTICE:  Bulletin ð Wednesday, 9 am. & Newsletter ð Noon the previous Thursday. The newsletter is published 
the second & last Monday of the month.  PLEASE have your articles in to the office in a timely  manner.  Thanks! 

2012 CHURCH LEADERSHIP  
 

Sandy Richesin, Chair    Deacons 
Greg Short, Vice-Chair    Ending 2012  Ending 2013  Ending 2014 
Debbie Stocker, Secretary   Annette Burtin  Bonnie Williams  Dan Blumenstock 
Kevin Corner, Treasurer    Rhiannon Dixon  Michelle Fuhr  Kerri Corner 
David Stocker, Financial Secretary  Erica Glenn  Mark Stewart  Keith Glenn 
Rhiannon Dixon, Clerk    Paula Harris  John Parker  Lauren Gum 
Linda Pullen, Historian    Glenn Hastings  Lisa Blumenstock Harold Harris 
Michelle Fuhr, Sunday School Supt.  Carol Hastings  Debbie Stocker  Kelsey Lock 
         Brad Henson  Debbie Ray 
Elders         Nellie Gold  Kyle Quessenberry 
Jim Burks    Noel Quessenberry  Junior Deacons 
Jerry Betherum    Randy Richesin  Kamynn Cummins    
Al Cummins    Sandy Richesin  Devon Konye  Trustees 
Louann Giddens   Greg Short   Mady Giacin  Earl Stockstill (2012) 
Bill Grantham    Linda Pullen      Noel Quessenberry (2013) 
Larry Hirschman   Barbara Grantham     Dan Blumenstock (2014) 



 

JANUARY 

Elders 
   

   1st   Bill Grantham & Noel Quessenberry  
    8th  Randy Richesin & Sandy Richesin 
  15th  Greg Short & Jim Burks 
 22nd  Al Cummins & Jerry Bethurem 
  29th  Louann Giddens & Barbara Grantham 
 

If unable to serve on scheduled date, please get someone 
to replace you and call Sandy Richesin. 

PRAISE LEADER: Susan Sprague 

GREETERS:  Angela, Rachel & Sarah Ricketts 

COMMUNION PREP: Bill & Barbara Grantham 

 

If you would like to volunteer to be a praise leader, greeter or 

communion preparer, please call Kerri Corner at 732-6656. 

1st & 22nd     John Parker 
  Dan Blumenstock 
  Lisa Blumenstock 
  Lauren Gum 
  Debbie Ray 
  Annette Burtin 
  Kamynn Cummins 
  Bonnie Williams 
 
8th & 29th       Harold Harris 
                       Paula Harris   
                       Mark Stewart 
  Nellie Gold 
  Michelle Fuhr 
  Keith Glenn 
                      Devon Konye 
            Brad Henson 
 

15th              Kerri Corner 
                    Kelsey Lock 
                    Erica Glenn 
                    Glenn Hastings 
                    Carol Hastings 
          Debbie Stocker 
          Rhiannon Dixon 
                    Kyle Quessenberry 
                    Mady Giacin 
 
If unable to serve on  

scheduled date, please get  

someone to replace you and  

call your team leader. (Team  

Leaders are first  name  

on each list.) 

Deacons 

ANNIVERSARIES  

 Birthdays  

4  Mark Stewart  

5  Eric Fuhr   

8  Judy Tiede  

  Jason Trusler  

9  Chris Cummins  

12   Sandy Richesin  

  Kamryn Trusler  

14   Cindy Burks  

15   Nathan Warren  

  Breckin Allyn Hughes  

  Logan Weber  

16   Kelsey Lock  

17   John Stark  

18   George Foell  

  Hannah Sparkman  

19  Pat Gavisk   

20   Harold Harris  

21   Ilene Davis  

22   Nathan Tiede  

  Tessa Stevens  

  Max Norman  

23   Steven Sparkman  

  Jake William Lucas  

24   Connie Stevens  

  Justin Teets  

25   Carol Hastings  

26   Amanda Fitzgerald  

27   Jon Slentz   

28   Sarah Anderson  

29   Linda Pullen  

  Morgan Carleton  

10  Kyle & Lea Ann Quessenberry    

12  Bob & Judy Tiede   

17  Jack & Patsy Trogdon   

 Harvey & Carrie Lucas   


