
ñFor All The Saintsò 

by  Rev. Melissa St. Clair 

The planning began several months ago.  And this past Saturday, our incoming board chair Sandy Richesin 
and our outgoing board chair Lisa Blumenstock hosted our first ever Church Cabinet Retreat.  Our church 
cabinet is comprised of our committee chairs, board officers, the minister and children & youth staff mem-
bers, and the leaders of our CMF and CWF.   
 
What was really wonderful about this day was not just the outpouring of ideas about our greatest priorities 
this year in the ministry to which God has called us but also the willingness of our church leaders to try 
something new.  They took something that is perhaps not the most exciting part our church by -laws and 
thought creatively about how it might be more meaningful to the people on the cabinet and to our ministry 
in general.  It was a success!   
 

One task that was part of this retreat was coming up with a theme to guide our ministry in 2012.  In 2010, 
our theme was, òStaying Connected, Reaching Out.ó  In 2011, our theme was òLoving, Caring, Serving.ó  
Our theme for 2012 is...drumroll, please...  
        òMany Gifts, One Spirit: Serving Godõs Belovedó  
 

The cabinet developed and decided upon this theme because they felt it was really important that this year 
we focus on cultivating the gifts that are present in this congregation from our longest -time members to 
our newest members to our still -thinking -about-becoming members so that each person here feels 
equipped and empowered to serve Godõs people.  The cabinet has some really terrific ideas about how to 
make the ministry we share more accessible to every single one of youñand it will take some time, and 
some effort, and some reaching out on everyoneõs part. 
 

The more engaged each of you are in the ministry we share, the more we all stand to grow in our own dis-
cipleship and the more we stand to grow new disciples, spreading Jesusõ fameñhis radical, inclusive, com-
passionate fameñthroughout the land.   
 

Itõs been exciting to hear already some of your ideas about how you would like to share your God-given 
gifts at FCC in ways that reach out beyond the walls of the church!   As Paul writes, òNow there are varieties 
of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, 
but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 

common goodó (1 Corinthians 12:4-7).      In Christõs love & peace, Melissa 

 

 
 

     

 

 

 
 

 

                       

Sandy Richesin, Board Chair  
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attendance...  
January 15 

 Sunday School ...................................................... 33 

 Childrenôs Church ................................................. 10  

 Adults In Worship ................................................. 95 
 

January 22 

      Sunday School ...................................................... 28 

      Childrenôs Church ................................................... 6 

      Adults in Worship ................................................. 86 
 

January 29 

      Sunday School ...................................................... 29 

      Childrenôs Church ................................................... 9 

      Adults in Worship ................................................. 73 

General Fund Received $             5,107.00    

Love Gift Received $             2,154.06 

           Total                               $              7,261.06     

General Funds Needs  $            10,430.91 

           (3 Weeks)        

Year To Date  $           13,840.10     

2012 Budget $         180,802.47   

finances...  

 

Family of Jean Ringenberg, Dorothy Corner, 
Barbara Giddens (Ruthôs daughter), Kay Bonnot 
(Sue Cumminsô sister), Katherine Garoutte, 
Betty & Lee Billstone & sons (Betty is Kathy 
Johnsô cousin),  Brenda Hines & family, & Peo-
ple of Joplin. 

Prayer concerns...  

Prayer Chain 
If you would like to be on the prayer chain & receive requests 

by email, email Pat Gavisk at (please note new address): 
republicchristianprayer@gmail.com.  If by phone, call Sandy 
Richesin at 732-7921.  To begin a prayer request contact 

Sandy or Pat, or Judie in the office, or  Rev. Melissa.   

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

Rev. Melissa is always happy to make home visits or to visit 
with you at the church. Please call the church office 
(732.2139) or email her (pastor@republicchristian.org) to  
arrange a visit. 

2011 CONTRIBUTIONS STATEMENT 
 

There is a sign up sheet in the foyer if you want a 
statement of your contributions.  You may also call 

the  office to have your name added to list.   

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING :: FEB. 5 
Over the past 20 years, more than $81 mil-
lion has been raised for local charities across 
the country through Souper Bowl of Caring.  

It has become a powerful movement that is transforming the 
time around Super Bowl weekend into the nationôs largest cele-
bration of giving and serving. 
 

Through this mission, young people learn what itôs like to make 
a positive difference in the world.  Be part of this movement that 
is sharing Godôs love with those in need.  Support our young 
people as they receive canned goods & monetary contributions 
to benefit People Helping People on Sunday, Feb. 5.   OUR 
2012 GOAL IS 240 CANS/DOLLARS.  Canned fruit and 
canned spaghetti sauce are in great need at this time.  

WEEK OF COMPASSION OFFERING 
The Week of Compassion is Feb.19-26, 

but WoC works throughout the year as the 
relief, refugee and development mission 
fund of the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ).  WoC seeks to equip & empower disci-
ples to alleviate the suffering of others through disaster re-
sponse, humanitarian aid, sustainable development & the pro-
motion of mission opportunities.  
 

Most recently, WoC has made a difference in our area by re-
sponding with funds to the Missouri Hotel after their recent fire.  
We will receive a special offering for WoC on Feb. 19 & 26.  
If youôre looking for a way to raise your own awareness about 
some of the areas in which WoC makes a difference, use the 
enclosed Sharing Calendar throughout the month of February 
and return what youôve shared when we receive the offering. 

A NOTE OF THANKS 
 

F.C.C. Congregation, 
 

Thank you so much for the ñlove offeringò taken in my name.  
As I said in my resignation letter, I truly appreciate the opportu-
nity that God gave me to serve Christ at FCC the past 5 years. 
 

I pray daily that each of you will be blessed and that you will be 
a blessing to others in your life. 
 

Thank you again for your generosity. 
 

Shalom, Julie 

A CONVERSATION WITH THE AREA MINISTER 
March 3 :: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. :: Mt. Vernon First Christian Church 
Join Dr. Mike Weinman, our Ozark Lakes Area minister, as he en-
gages us about what the future of the Mid-America Region & the 
OLA might look like & what impact it will have on our congrega-
tions.  Lunch provided.  $10/person.  Contact Rev. Melissa if you 
are interested in attending. 

Thanks to your generosity, the final total for our 2011 LOVE 
GIFT is $37, 337.  Thanks be to God for this gift!  May we be 
wise stewards of it as we continue ministry in Jesusô name. 



Erica Glenn, Childrenôs Worship Leaderééééé838-0130 
Michelle Fuhr, Education Committee Chairééé...631-9290 

Childrenõs Ministry 

Upcoming Events:  

February:  

5:  òSoupóer Bowl of Caring 

 AND Christian Ed meeting (11:45)  

April:  

1:  Palm Sunday Program during Church  

1:  Easter Egg Hunt & Lunch  

8:  Happy Easter!!  

NO CHILDRENõS CHURCH 
 

The Youth and Children will be teaming up for 

òSoupóer Bowl of Caring on Sunday on February 

5 th .  All food collected will go to People Helping 

People (see note on previous page for more infor-

mation).   
 

On February 12 th , the children will be making Val-

entineõs for our homebound Church friends.   
 

Looking ahead to Easter (itõll be here before we 

know it!), the Palm Sunday program will be April 

1st  during Church with the Easter Egg Hunt and 

lunch following.  More info will come out sooner to 

time ð just wanted you to be able to save the 

date!   
 

Thank you all for the generosity shown to both of 

us at Christmas.  We are so thankful to be a part 

of such a loving church family!!  
 

Blessings,  

Michelle (michellefuhr23@yahoo.com)  

Erica ( kodyandallysmomma@yahoo.com) 

 

* * *  

Valentine Lunch  
Our Relay team would like to invite you to lunch on 

Sunday, February 12 th .  We will have pork tender-

loin, a baked potato and salad bar, baked beans, 

bread and lots of yummy desserts.  We are selling 

candy-grams for $1 - if you are interested, please 

let on of our team members know.  

CHI RHO & CYF YOUTH 
Youth Volunteer Coordinators:  
Erica Glennééééééééééééééééé..ééééééé..838-0130 
Michelle Fuhrééééééééééééééééé...ééééé...631-9290 

Thanks to those who helped make the Eternal House 
Extreme Makeover a SUCCESS!  We cleaned, we 
painted, we played telephone/Pictionary, we ate pizza 
and brownies, we worked on new wall art...and we had 
a blast!  Thanks to our youth: CYF: Heather, Mady, 
Devon, Dallas, Anthony, Trevor; Chi Rho: Abby, Kody; 
and our adult helpers: Erica, Keith, Mark, Kelsey, Steven, 
and Lauren; and to Ally. 
 

If you are interested in helping put another coat of paint 
on our òburnt orangeó study room, please wear your 
paint clothes on Wednesday night. After dinner, weõll 
head over and finish that room up. 
 

A reminder that consent/information forms are still 
needed for a lot of youth as we start 2012.  These forms 
need to be filled out again each year.  You can 
download them on our website at republicchristian.org/
youth.html. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Feb. 5 (5 p.m.): Youth Group (gr. 6-12) Super Bowl Party 
@ Rev. Melissaõs home (2130 E. Hamilton Ct. Apt. 301 ~ 
Oak Ct. Apts) 
Feb. 12 (5-6:30 p.m.): Chi Rho (gr. 6-8) Study  
Feb. 19 (5-6:30 p.m.): CYF (gr. 9-12) Study  
Feb. 26 (5-6:30 p.m.): Chi Rho (gr. 6-8) Study  
 

WELCOME to our new Youth Ministry Committee Chair: 
Angela Ricketts.  YMC Co-Chair being announced soon!  

2012 BAPTISM CLASS 
 

Has your child started to ask questions about God and their faith?  
Has he or she not yet been baptized?  If you answered ñyesò to 
both of these questions, you might consider having a conversation 
with your child about our baptism class.   
 

To help prepare our young people (and even some older ones) for 
this very important decision in their lives of faith, we offer a five 
week class led by Rev. Melissa throughout the season of Lent (six 
weeks leading up to Easter) to learn some of the foundations of 
our faith from baptism to the Lordôs Supper, from the church to the 
community, from scripture to service, from statements of faith to 
forgiveness, among others.  This yearôs class will begin the week 
of February 26. 
 

**If you and your child are interested in learning more about this 
special class, please plan to attend an informational meeting on 
Sunday, February 5, following worship.  We will meet in the sanc-
tuary to determine what weekly meeting time works best for this 
yearôs participants.** 

mailto:kodyandallysmomma@yahoo.com


JOIN US FOR THE JOURNEY!  

  

ά9ȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²ŀȅέ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦ǇǇŜǊ wƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ 
longtime church members new to spiritual formation and persons new to the Christian faith. 
Exploring the Way is designed to be a seven week experience. An initial group meeting (Feb. 
15 from 7:30-8:30 p.m.) serves as a time of introduction orienting participants to the re-
source and the weekly experiences. The remaining six week schedule looks like this:  
 

 ω ²ŜŜƪ hƴŜ όCŜōΦ нфύ ς Beginning the Journey ς explores a definition of spiritual  
 formation and the spiritual practice of journaling.  
 ω ²ŜŜƪ ¢ǿƻ όaŀǊŎƘ тύ ς Sharing the Adventure ς explores the role of spiritual  
 disciplines in helping persons become more intentional about their relationship to God 
 and the spiritual practice of testimony.  
 ω ²ŜŜƪ ¢ƘǊŜŜ όaŀǊŎƘ мпύ ς Bread for the Journey ς explores scriptural meditation as a 
 means of spiritual formation and the spiritual practice of lectio divina.  
 ω ²ŜŜƪ CƻǳǊ όaŀǊŎƘ нмύ ς Drink for the Journey ς ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ άǇŀȅƛƴƎ 
 ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƛƴŜέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ōǊŜŀǘƘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ  
 ω ²ŜŜƪ CƛǾŜ όaŀǊŎƘ нуύ ς Companions on the Way ς explores the gift of one another 
 and the spiritual practice of holy listening.  

(BREAK FOR HOLY WEEK)  
 ω ²ŜŜƪ {ƛȄ ό!ǇǊƛƭ ммύ ς Reaching Out in Love ς άŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƴƻǘƛŎƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ 
 ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǳǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ 
 ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ Řŀƛƭȅ ŜȄŀƳŜƴΦ   
 

Each weekly experience is designed to last one hour (7:30 ς 8:30 p.m.) The following  
movements outline each group meeting:  
 ω {ƘŀǊƛƴƎ LƴǎƛƎƘǘǎΥ {ƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ  
 spiritual exercises.  
 ω {ŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀƎŜΥ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ  
 spiritual practice.  
 ω ¢ŀǎǘŜ ŀƴŘ {ŜŜΥ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ  
 practice the following week.  
  

Come to the introductory session on Wednesday, Feb. 15 from  
7:30-8:30 p.m. and decide if this is a journey you would like to  
take with us. After this session, a book order will be placed for the  
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘΩǎ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ά9ȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²ŀȅΦέ /ƻǎǘ ƛǎ ϷмлκōƻƻƪΦ  
Scholarships available to help cover that cost. Please see Rev.  
Melissa if you need a scholarship and/or if you would like to be  
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ōǳǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƻǊȅ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ  
ensure we order enough books for all participants.  




